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GATESHEAD’S GARDEN CELEBRATES 

THE JOYS OF FOOD AND DRINK
Gateshead Council’s garden for the 2009 RHS Chelsea Flower Show breaks new ground – by not displaying a single flower!

Acclaimed designers Wayne Hemingway MBE and Gerardine Hemingway MBE have exercised their considerable design flair to create a stunning garden that not only promises to challenge visitors by its refusal to use conventional flowers and plants, it will also - uniquely for a Chelsea Flower Show exhibit - form the basis of a community recreation area in Gateshead.
The garden has been sponsored by Northumbrian Water and, in addition to the unconventional planting, includes a number of unusual water features which promote water as a precious part of our lifestyle and as a commodity that can be used for creative play.

Called "A Window of Opportunity", the garden features edible plants to emphasise the joy of growing to eat and the importance of water. It also features "living walls" of sedums, tiered boxes of vegetables, herbs and fruits including strawberries, blackcurrants, carrots, pak choi, chives, lettuce and  radish, and hedges created by espalier fruit trees. 

The garden is watered with the help of a pair of static training bikes, which power water pumps which take water from a trough filled with watercress and pump it over the top of the living wall to filter down throughout the terraced display.

The garden has two distinct sides. On one side, it is viewed across a wasteland of weeds and abandoned bikes and through a giant timber window frame, which was designed and decorated by children from a local secondary school. The exercise bikes and a huge living wall of sedums are clearly visible through the window, suggesting the opportunities that exercise, water and greenery can create in transforming a wasteland. 
Beyond the sedum wall the transformation is made clear. A series of square boxes are terraced all the way up to just below the top of the living wall, each box densely planted with a different herb or vegetable to create square panels of colour, shade and texture, with water flowing around and beneath them. The garden is fringed with espalier fruit trees which form green, blossom-covered hedges.
Wayne and Gerardine Hemingway MBE began working with Gateshead Council in 2001 when they began work on the multi award-winning housing development Staiths South Bank on the banks of the River Tyne in Gateshead. 

However, it is the Staiths’ location - in part of Gateshead with some of the area’s highest levels of deprivation – that has prompted some of the elements of the Chelsea garden design. Wayne Hemingway explains:

“The outdoor play areas, and the seating-and-meeting attractions, that continue to make The Staiths a popular choice are also proving an attraction to the local youth, some of which's behaviour has and is leading to clashes with residents.

“We designed the Staiths as an open development. The easy solution - and sadly the thing that happens all too often in the UK - would have been to make this development a gated community. But in all our urban design work, we aim for our developments to knit in with the existing community, so gating the Staiths was unthinkable.  
And lets be honest,  many young people get a rough deal - no wonder they get bored and boisterous when they have less adventurous surroundings, fewer places to play and more restrictions put on them than previous generations. 

“ So, we decided to work with Gateshead Council to engage with a group of local young people, and to work with them on creating a facility that will ‘belong’ to them and, after Chelsea 2009, will be sited in the heart of their community.

“Our ultimate aim was to create a facility that would set a precedent for future collaborations of this nature.”

"Our "Window of Opportunity" Chelsea exhibit has not only given local young people a chance to get involved in a project that will benefit their community , it has also introduced them to potential careers in design, landscape and gardening.”

"This has been a tremendous coup for Gateshead," says Councillor Linda Green, Cabinet spokesperson for Culture. "We were delighted to have such distinguished designers on board."

"Many of Gateshead's developments - including the Gateshead Millennium Bridge, The Sage Gateshead and Baltic - have won national and international design awards, helping Gateshead to earn an international reputation for distinctive and modern design. With Wayne and Gerardine Hemingway’s help, we have expanded our reputation for design excellence and innovation into a wholly new direction.”

Louise Hunter, Head of Corporate Responsibility at Northumbrian Water says: "Following on from the success of the Northumbrian Water and Gateshead Council garden at Chelsea in 2007, we are delighted to be able to support a second garden to go to the show.  Gerardine and Wayne's involvement and their proposals for engaging young people in the project are innovative and very exciting.  

“Northumbrian Water is passionate about the important role of water in sustaining health for all, and the design of the garden clearly reflects this message.  We have high hopes for the success of the garden at Chelsea and for the positive impact that the garden will have on the young people involved and the profile of our adopted charity, WaterAid.  “

Gateshead Council’s garden is exhibited within the Great Pavilion, alongside more than 100 other floral displays by specialist nurseries and leading exhibitors from all over the world. 
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