URBAN DESIGN – THE STAITHS SOUTHBANK
Space UK - Planning, Density & the Environment

Staiths Southbank already has been designated a home zone – a development that has been designed for people not just traffic.

On entering the development, roads are wide with cars and pedestrians separated by defined roads and pavements. But more further in and roads will become narrower, pavements will become wider and the bias towards the pedestrian more obvious. Strategically places trees and shrubs replace speed bumps; all houses are built around communal green areas; car parking is away from houses and even the wading birds have more rights than motorists.
House Nation -  Partnering & Procurement

Throughout the projects life, the relationship between the different partners has been key to its success. Developer, designer, architects, council and external consultants make up a team that not only cares –but wants to see change and to build something where they would all like to live. Questions at every stage of the development have both lengthened and strengthened the process. Detailed consultation has taken place at every level, from the local public (via the widely distributed, innovative Homelife publication and through vox pops in the streets of Gateshead and Newcastle and via a link with the Arts Council New Audiences programme.) Wide consultation is leading to initiatives such as waste recycling points and the use of less intrusive refuge collection methods.
The partnership extend out of the development itself to working with the council on the restoration of riverbank walks and cycle ways linking up to the other areas of the city and English Heritage on the reopening of the historic Staiths wooden structure.

Construction work began in April 2003 following the completion of the first phase of remediation and residents move in every week.

Making Homes – New Materials & Innovative Technology

The innovation on the Staiths Southbank comes not so much in the choice of materials but in the building forms and colour palette. The building materials for the external walls include concrete rather than clay brick, therefore allowing for a greater range and more interesting colour choice. Render, forticrete, architectural block work, cedar timber boarding and ply panels are all being used to great effect.
The great attention to detail has been a desire to not just ‘make do’. Close relationships with material suppliers are being developed resulting in suppliers from window systems, bricks to downpipes developing new colours and finishes.

Innovation exists too in the communal areas. Rather than the traditional childs playground with farmyard animals on springs(!), kids are being consulted as to what excited them (and its not springy chickens). Adults too will be able to take advantage of the communal barbeques in a number of the pocket parks.
Getting Homes – Tenure & Affordability

Price levels at Staiths Southbank are, in a national and regional context, affordable, prices started at below £70,000 and rising to £225,000. The whole development is aimed at private buyers as Gateshead Borough Council has no social housing requirement due to their considerable existing stock. Given the level of publicity, it is inevitable that some housing will be bought for private rent but all marketing is aimed at buyers who want to live at Staiths Southbank rather than investors. Only by appealing to owner occupiers can we hope to build on the kind of community we are aiming for.
In the House – Lifestyles, Demographics & Cultural Change

Who wants an hour long commute to work when you can walk it in ten minutes? Who wants parking rage when you can hop on a bus? At Staiths Southbank, all houses will be within 400 metres of a bus stop. And a short walk or cycle along the River Tyne brings you bang into the heart of Newcastle Upon Tyne and Gateshead.

But its not just for young professionals who are starting to move into the Staiths Southbank. Through providing probably more house types than any other housing development of its kind, Staiths Southbank is attracting a community that is inclusive and sustainable. There are one two and three bedroomed apartments, penthouses and duplexes, contemporary townhouses, “re-evaluations of the traditional terrace and semi detached properties, all available with either traditional, modernist or open plan layouts.
